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ſome ambiguous words, which mi ght 
be underſtood to reflect upon lord 
bands ; and the whole nation was alarm- 

ed: it was an inſult upon the wiſeſt mea- 
ſures; and an abuſe of one of the firſt of 


men. Power in a little time changed hands; | 


and the peoples voice changed with it: fluc- 
tuating and weak as water; and driven, like 
that, any way, by the leaſt breath of artful. 
men. Nothing was now expected, where 
all before ſeemed certain. of ſucceſs; and 
wagers were offered by thoſe who affected 
to be in the ſecrets of e that the 
reſt of the world might form the wenn 
opinions. +0 


« ba The 


Lye, 


The meaſures were ſtill the ſame ; and the 


man the ſame who was to er e them: 


and if he had not deſerved the firſt extrava- 
gant applauſe, far leſs did he merit the new 
obloguy. The deſign wes as likely to ſuc- 
ceed under one adminiſtration as another, 
for the force to execute it was unaltered ; 
and neither the old nor new miniſtry had 

any ſhare in its contrivance. The plan was 
his alone who ſtood: entruſted with the exe- 
cution of it; and there neither was nor is 


any cauſe to doubt, but he would have gure 105 


ſued the true path to its ſucceſs. 


He is now returned: and in the place - 


of that glory which he would probably 


have gained; he has the unfair repreſen- 
tations of intereſted men to pag and 


hears hi conduct arraigned by thoſe who 


have as little knowledge of the circumſtances, ; 


as of the nature of the ſervicſe. 
This his lordſhip 


I ſuppoſe will continue to paſs over, unre- 


garded. The good and great are above the 


notice of popular clamour ; but what them 
ſelves deſpiſe, others often feel for them. 1 

think the car} of Loudon would be-as much 
above anſwering ſuch” accuſations, as deſer- 
ving them: but they are ſo eaſily refuted, 


that it were much to be regretted if none 
. | | i 3 „ 
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has paſſed hitherto, 9 


2 & 189 ef ko, 


4 © Aa wa „ fv at 


: Y 
72 FTE Mets 1 "i. — 


EY 
Er. . 
„ 
3 


TEST 


(at leaſt it is their general 'exclamation) that 
his lordſhip did not ſufficiently puſh the ſer- 


vice; and that Louiſbourg might have been 


taken with the force undet his command. 
They are bold enough alſo to urge the meaſures 


of government in changing the command, 


as a circumſtance of proof for their aſſertion. 


It little becomes ſuch perſons to judge of 


the reſolutions of a miniſtry, which it is 
impoſſible they ſhould underſtand; and it 


would be as improper for me to queſtion 


” their propriety, who am as far from any 


knowledge of their motives: but it will be 


eaſy to ſhew, this nobleman deſerved no cen- 
ſure; and it muſt then be indifferent Irons | 


If it ſhall appear by the following "I's 45 


tail of circumſtances, that ws earl of Lou- 
„ equally for 
the glory and intereſt of „ that 


don laid a plan of 
this deſign received the ſanction of the go- 


vernment; and himſelf, its author, had the 
'* Honour. of the command; that the mea- 
ſures by which he purſued this purpoſe were 
:* conformable to reaſon, and the nature of the 
ſervice; and that they were approved by 
'* thoſe moſt — concerned ; that the | 
expedition was __ with all poffible vi- 


gour by his lordſhip; and was rendered im- 


. by accidents in which he had ao 


B 2 85 Concern; 
. N 


. bel 
concern; > we FP reaſon to hope the candid 
and onen will continue to pay that regard to 


his lordſhip's great qualities, with which theß 
received the notice of his being . e to 


command in that enterprize. 


This we ſhall attempt to ſhew, by a . ö 


recital: of facts; which will be related, we 
hope with accuracy; at leaſt with impar- 
tiality: for we have no view but truth. 


This has been hitherio obſcured by artifices, 


or defaced by rancour, but it is not difficult 
to clear off thoſe fains, and preſent the fair 
It has not yet 
been done, and indeed, according to the 
circumſtances, could not eaſily; ; for we have 


relation to the world. 


depended in England upon the repreſen- 


tations af things from thoſe on the ſpot, 
ehbughr they knew the. oth, were. 


Who, 
partial. 
The peo 
don for two things; his quartering the troops 
upon them, and t embargo on their ſhi 


and power changed hands in England. T he 


enterprize miſcarried,” as half the enter prizes 
in the world have done, from the cir- | 


cumſtances of things, not from any fault in 
the commanders: and though we ſuffer, no 
one is to blame. This is the general ſtate 

of the caſe; and this will * _ the fol- 
e bac. 1 <= gap | 
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We ſhalt take in ti whole inne fü ta 


firſt plan of the enter prize, to the return of the 
troops; and we have neither deſire nor power 
to miſrepreſent them. They have been laid 


before the publick as they occurred, and oc- 
caſionally, in large recitals: and we may ap- 
ply to every account that has been publiſhed 


from the articles of news- papers, to the ſyſ- 


tems of the temporary politicians, that they 
are as here repreſented, and that; they never 
have been repreſented otherwiſe. Theſe be- 
ing allowed, the rea@Onings cannot be con- 


tradicted, for they flow from no other ſource; 
and we flatter ourſelves the impartial publick 


(to whoſe judgment kings appeal) will en- 
tertain no doubt in any circumſtance; What 

is here offered is the plain and uninfluenced 

voice of reaſon: if his lordſhip had been 
conſulted, doubtleſs it would haye been bet- 
ter; but it is thus diſintereſted; and I believe 
no one will have ſo much cauſe as himſelf . 


to be diſſatisfied. 
The ſtory will tand as an example of the 


| vanity of the 


Arbitrium popularis auræ. 


And if the reader wiſhes to ſee another, let 
him remember the poor good old :lord 
Blakeney. The vehemence of applauſe, and 
the ſudden and unmerited turn from it to 
7 cenſure or neglect, are miſerable inſtances of 
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the unſteadineſs of the human mind: ah 


while they teach us caution, they ſhould be 
alſo leſſons of humility. 
Tow any the latter end of the year before 
g laſt, the earl of Loudon laid before the mi- 


niſtry his ſenſe of the ſtate of the war. The 


importance of North America needed not to 1 


be infiſted on; it was too obvious for 


ment: the little ſucceſs of our forces ive. 0 
be ſhewed, was owing to their having un- 
dertaken little; and it was propoſed to at- 
tempt Cape Breton, and thence all Canada. 
The enter prize was great, and it was there- 


fore fit for Britons. The thought was wor- 


| thy of a heroe; and with the propoſition, 
this nobleman laid down the means and 
meaſures for its execution: vaſt as it appear- 


ed, he ſhewed it was practicable ; and we 
have no reaſon to doubt but that he would 
have proved it ſo in the execution. Perhaps 
we ſhall ſtill ſee it done with the ſame forces, 
and upon the fame plan: and I think I may 
venture to ſay, that in this caſe no man will 


be more rejoiced at his country's ſucceſs 
than lord Loudon, or more indifferent whe- 
ther it were brought about by himſelf or by 
another. [i 
When this nobleman propoſed to the go- #2 
vernment an enterprize againſt theſe places, | 
| he delivered in an account of the force 
which might be Ns na for its execution ; 


and 
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and the greateſt perſons in the kingdom, after 
a mature conſideration, did equal honour to 
his lordſhip's head and heart, by approving 
not the purpoſe only, but the plan of ope- 


rations z and by committing to his care the 


conduct of the expedition, Lord Loudon 


received the approbation of his ſcheme with 
the ſame coolneſs wherewith he had laid it ; 
and, with an undiſturbed mind, planned the 


neceſſary meaſures, not (of ſucceſs alone in 
the enterprize, but of ſafety in the colonies 


which might be expoſed by it. 


Three points demanded great conſidera- 


tion. The preventing the po from re- 
ceiving intelligence of his defigns ; the pro- 


viding an uninterrupted tranſportation for 
the troops ; and the ſecuring the frontiers 


of the ſeveral colonies, moſt expoſed to be 


attacked by the enemy, while the main 
force was acting effectually on the great 


ſcheme. 
Theſe are the requiſites to a rational 


undertaking of ſuch importance, and with- 
out .theſe ſucceſs would either be impoſ- 
ſible; or the een worſe than its 
| Cal 


For theſe lord Loudon provided. by 1 


timely care, and by ſuch meaſures as ap- 


lea. 
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Had dhinge at home continued in the 


Aa wherein he left them, theſe meaſures 


would have been applauded, as they cer- 1 


tainly appear o have deſerved; and every 
one of the 
ticle in 


would have been a new ar- 
s praiſe: but men judged diffe- 
e time the accounts arrived: and 
d before applauded not with- 


out reaſon, though without knowledge, were 
' now taught to cenſure and condemn equally 
without either ; 114 _y who Knew a little 
_ againſt both. 
Men who were at this vaſt aten were 
to judge of operations, without knowing 
upon what circumſtances he who was on 
the ſpot found them neceſſary; and they 


who were ignorant of the nature of com- 
mand, were to determine concerning the 
meaſures of the war. The politician Of a 


coffee-houſe was to fit in judgement upon his 


deſigns, whom the government had under- 


ſtood to be perfectly capable of the ſer- 


vice; and it may be ſaid with that freedom 


which becomes the truth, ignorance was not 


his moſt dangerous enemy. Men were 
taught to ſay what thoſe who influenced 


them knew to be falſe; and the reputation 


of the commander was to be ſacrificed, while 


be was purſuing a deſign approved by his 
country, by thoſe very meaſures which he 


had laid down for its execution. 


I ſhall 


ny 


I ſhall not anticipate by entering into par- 


 Gendard what may be neceſſary on a more 
important occaſion ; but I ſhall add, there 
are ſome who will "bluſh to read this; and 


perhaps fear what may follow. - 
As to the popular opinion, no man de. 
ſpiſes that, except he who knows he does not 


deſerve it; but T may add, I think, with. 
truth, that this- mmander, though per- 


haps he has felt with as much warmth of 


gratitude as any man the applauſes of his 


country, yet would diſclaim them upon 
the conditions on which ſome have "—__ 


to gain them. 


The meaſures by which this — pro- 


vided for the execution of his enterprize, 
and the defence of the colonies, though 


they be now controverted, were once ap- 
proved: they ſtill are what they were, and 
it ſeems plain to reaſon they would have been 


approved ſtill, if any other man had follows 


ed them. He was in a command that au- 
thorized his taking theſe ſteps; and he was 
upon the ſpot to know, though we are 


not, that the ey were neceſſary. This will 
appear hereafter; and it is juſt it ſhould 
be believed now, unleſs * reaſonable. 


n be ſhewn to doubt it. 


In the colonies, the governors whack ts 
lordſhip aſſembled on that occaſion, entered 
into all his 1. a all his propo- 
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fitions, and, like the government at home, 
adopted all his meaſures; ; and, by their ready 
— — did him peculiar honour. 
They were pleaſed to think he under- 


ſtood the ſtate of their ref pective govern- 


ments better than they did themſelves; and 
While they acknowledged the wiſdom of 
placing them only on the defenſive, they 
were at once ſurprized at the eaſy means 
by which he —— to effect it; and per- 


fectly convinced that thote means were ſuffi- | 
_ cient, 


When in purſuance of his lord(hip! s plan, 
che number of troops to be ſupplied by each 
colony was ſettled, and the Places oF their 
deſtination were appointed, according to the 


well laid and well underſtood plan of ge- 
neral defence; this part of the preparation 


was accompliſhed: and the reſpect the ſeve- 
ral governors paid to the commander, and the 
unanimity they ſhewed among one r 
gaye every poſſible proſpect, of tranquillity 
Thus far the enemies of lord Lo 
(but I recall the term, he can have — 4 
let me be permitted to call them the blind 
and miſguided creatures of thoſe who wiſh 
him ill, muſt acknowledge wech. ting was 
conducted well. | 
The two remaining 1 the effectual 
conveyance of the forces, and the preſerving 


11 in 1 regard. to the enemy, were to be 
| 8 


1 


* 


q 


Fun * 


. provided for, one way and only one: this 
i was by laying an embargo on the outward- 


bound veſſels. Either of theſe occaſions 
would have juſtified that meaſure in the eye 


of reaſon, but both concurred to demand 


it. This expedient anſwered both purpoſes, 


and no other meaſure could have anſwered 


either. 

I know this amb 0 hte been an . 
of much complaint at ; for ſome cauſe of 
diſſatisfaction muſt be aſſi 


_ excuſe this proceeding. If there be blame 
laid on it, what is the cauſe ?. was it not neceſ- 


| fary to the ſervice? none would diſpute it, 
that would be too hardy: it would betray an 


| lgnorance no man would charge upon him- 
ſelf. Had he not a right and juſt au 


to do it? there is no queſtion 4 


His orders were abſolute: he was ſuppoſed 


to underſtand the ſervice ; he was conſidered 
as a brave and an hea man: and he will 


be conſidered as ſuch a one when even the de- 
teſtation ſhall ceaſe, which will long purſue 


their memories who now affect to think | 


him otherwiſe. 


It muſt be owned that the layinganembargo | 


on the outward bound veſſels was a nece 


| meaſure, and that lord Loudon had juſt au- 


Ry 


gned ; and this was 

beſt, for it was popular. Far be it from thoſe 

whointereſt themſelves in lord Loudon's cauſe 
to endeavour to deny, to extenuate, or even to 
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thority to do it. Of what then is it that 


men would complain Is there any one will 


ſay a commander is to blame, who does a 


neceſſary action by his proper power? there 
is none ſo abſurd! Let them on the other 


hand ſay, whether they would not have 
blamed him if he had omitted it? ig 


would have had juſt reaſon. 
This embargo was attended with many 


inconveniencics to private perſons: it is al- 
lowed; but it could not be avoided. Pub- 
lick meaſures of the moſt uſeful kind often 
are ſo, and when the people's voice is left to 


its free courſe, the neceſlity is ſeen, 0 there 
is no complaint. 


None will diſpute the neceſſity of: it in oe this 
inſtance. It is impoſſible. At the ſame time 


it muſt be owned, it was attended with parti- 


cular inconvenieneies. England was in want 

of corn; at leaſt the publick by bad men 
were made to think ſo; and to ſuffer as 
much as if the ſcarcity was real: there was 
corn in the colonies that could be ſpared; 


_ the embargo prevented for the time its 


rtation. | The circumſtances are certain. 
But did lord Loudon create theſe circum- 
ſtances? was he the author of our imaginary 


famine, or in the plan of his 1 couls 


he forelee it ? 
It is allowed thoſe perfohs in the co- 


lonies who had ſhipped corn for England loſt 
a * 


U 


an advantage: 5 it was a loſs that could 
not be avoided: and if thoſe who have been 
loudeſt in complaints would make out a fair 
liſt of the ſufferers, the quantity ſhipped, and 


the time delay d, it would be found that very 
little occaſions, when it is thought conveni- 


ent, can raiſe great clamours. This i is the 


fair way of ſtating the account: it is very 
plain why they will not be brought to do it; 
but if we hear more of it, tis not impoſlible 


that we may do it for tem eint 


In plain truth the inconvenience was much 
leſs than has been pretended ; and the impor- 
tance of the meaſure greater than can be well 
imagined. . The candid reader ſees the fair 


| ſtate of the caſe; and he will perhaps ſay for 
himſelf, what, after the | meaſures that have 


been taken, it would. be inen for me to 5 


” fay to him. Mitt 92> 


The government lang in RI weir of the 


| clamours on this ſubject, taken from com- 


manders, for the future, the power of extend - 


ing an embargo to ſhips deſtined hither from 
the colonies, I ſhall not take upon me to 
judge whether this ſtep be wiſe, or what were 
its immediate motives ; for {think greatly of 
their integrity and wiſdom: who now have 


power: but if it be thought by any that this 


new regulation reflects diſgrace upon lord 


Loudon, they may be told that on- the con- | 


| _ the wy n this . for the 


future, 


3 
1 

r 
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future, acknowledges he had it juſtly when 
he exerted it; and the neceſſity of the ſer- 
vice Was really n to have anſwered 


much greater diſadvantages. | 
"Men, own hearts had night cha 
e for'-the-candutt uf 


others, laboured to attribute this embargo to 


a different cauſe: and there were not wanting 


ſome weak enough to imagine, or wicked 
enough to pretend they imagined there, that 
this ſtep — taken to favour the bargains of 


thoſe who were to provide for the forces: 


nor did we want here men who were impo- 
Iitick enough, I had like to have ſaid abſurd 


enough, to adopt the opinion. 5 
I ſhall not enlarge — upon the private 


character of lord Loudon; but they muſt 
have known very little of it, who could ſup- 


poſe him capable of being influenced by fuch 


motives ; and they muſt have ſurely ſtrange 


heads as well as moſt abandoned hearts, who 


when the nature of the publick ſervice ſo 
_ phinly and ſo needfully required this mea- 
ſure, could +: ——_— it ys private VIEWS unn 


perſonal intereſt. 


Thoſe who were re upon. che: didn can ac- 


quaint the incredulous, that it was not till 
late in the clamour, that this accufation wag 


ſtarted. - The firſt complaints. were of the 
hardſhips of the meaſure ; the unhappy ſtate 


of — men who muſt be — to 


ſerve 
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ſerve the publick; and the neceſſities of 


land. Theſe were the firſt expoſtulations ; "= 


but when lord Loudon ſteadily oppoſed oo = 
publick cauſe to theſe private hardſhips; and 
though he was concerned to ſee them, TR 


not endanger. the general ſervice to remove 


them; then it was that private purpoſes 


were pretended ; then malice. taught the ſuf- 
ferers to invent cauſes, which themſelves did 
not believe; and theſe were added to the 


former clamours. : 


Lord Loudon, in n the conſciouſnel af hits: 
own innocence, ſtemmed. this torrent of ca- 


lumay there; e 


gine it ever could be received i in England. 

If it be a crime to prefer the publick ſer⸗ 
vice to the conveniencies of a fe private per- 
ſons, it cannot be denied that lord Loudon, 
has been guilty. If the care of thoſe forces, 


which are expected to perform the greateſt. 


exploits, be criminal in their commander, this 


nobleman is without excuſe. He had before 
this great affair of the embargo, incurred the 


ill will of fume individuals on this account: 


and it muſt be owned, that he ſeems on that | 
firſt occaſion to have conſidered. the ſoldiery 


not only as valuable members of a ſtate, but 


as human creatures. Theſe are his crimes: 

for he is not accuſed of others, except by per- 

ſons who are too low for anſwering ; and ta 
all theſe I believe he will plead guilty, Eng- 


land 


TTY 


land had refuſed to give n to the Heſ- 
fians, whom ſhe had called over for her im- 


mediate defence, at a ſeaſon when the field 
ſented only death to them: and New- 


York, faithful to the diſgraceful example of 


the mother country, would have expoſed to 


death with as little remorſe the troops this 
government ſent thither for her protection; 
and for the e deen by this com- 


mander. - 


On this ten, if 1 8 bs. allowed va 


judge, lord Loudon's conduct may be ſet as 


à model for all future officers 1 in the like cir- | 


_ cumſtance. + - 

The troops the government had ſent i in 
purſuance of the plan, arriv'd after the worſt 
Hardſhips of a winter's voyage: and after all 

their ſufferings, they had the — to ſay, that 

they com plained of nothing, ſi : 
nd ſervice required it. 
'The people, though they had been ſenſible 
en of theſe dangers, and though they 
looked upon their troops as deſtined for their 
laſting ſecurity, yet would have treated them 


with a rigour diſgraceful, even if ſhewn toward 
the priloners of an enemy: the! public 
houſes were by no means ſufficient for their 
reception; and to the moſt mild remonſtran- 
ces, the magiſtracy anſwered, with as little 
decency: as feeling, that they ſhould not be 
— into — ones. bon: commander 
knew 


they how: 


n 


151 


knew equally his power; and the neceſſity 


of the ſervice : He ordered them in a fair and 


equal diſtribution to the private as well as 
publick houſes. The magiſtracy inſiſted on 
their rights and privileges; to which lord 


Loudon oppoſed his authority, and the ne- 
ceflity of the ſervice. They were outragzous; 


and he was reſolute. He always ſpoke with 


great reſpect of their natural and political 
rights; but he would not ſacrifice to 9 


| . the lives of the ſoldiers. His lordſhip carried 
his point; and he then took orders for the 


good behariour of the ſoldiers. In this 


he was as indefatigable, as he had been | 
„ reſolute i in giving them quarters; and it will 


be owned at New-York for ever, in ſpite 


even of prejudice itſelf, that the ſoldiers be- 
haved with ſo perfect regularity and decency, 


that thoſe who had been loudeſt in the op- 


Ka owned after warde they ſuffered FRY | 


rdſhip. - | 
Let us now fairly review cheſs two capital 


incidents. It was on theſe the commander 
firſt Toft the good will of ſome people in the 
_ colonies ; and theſe as ſoon as they found en- 
eouragement from England, War the men 
unjuſt aſperſions: 


Lotd Loudon had the hotiour to be en- 


| truſted with the conduct of a very important 
enterprize; and he manifeſted a due care and 


a becoming ſpirit in providing in theſe two 


inſtances for the preſervation. of the troops, 


„„ . 
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and for preventing that common ſource 
of diſappointment in Engliſh enterprizes, the 
intelligence of the enemy. In each of theſe. 
. caſes ſome private perſons ſuffered incon- 


veniencies: and there are mouths in which 
a little hardſhip will make a loud complaint. 
It is enough to ſay, that the diſadvantages in 
each caſe were the leaſt that could be 


expected; and that, with a determined care 


for the ſucceſs of the enterpriſe, all poſſible 
attention was ſhewn to the intereſt of the 
people. The embargo was continued no 
longer than the neceflity of the ſervice 


required: and the people ſuffered nothing 
from receiving their deliverers into their 


houſes. Perhaps they ſaved all by it. The 


ſchemes and purpoſes of the enemy for that 
year's campaign are now known ; 100 their 


diſappointment was owing ſolely to cheſe ſuc- 


' cours: ſo that it is not too much to fay, 


that the numbers of theſe forces, and the 
determined ſpirit of the commander in chief, 


which the French alſo knew, ſaved theſe co- 


lonies without ſtriking a* blow. If they 


knew what it is for a country to be the ſeat | 
of war, they will at length underſtand what {| | 
are thoſe ſervices of a force which deters the 


from attacking them: and they will 


1 know, what thoſe who are fit to command 
_ armies always know, that much more ſer- 
Boy! [One in ſuch a he nn by Keoping 


» | * 


3 1 % 
| ED forces together, than even iy the gainin 2 
a victor 7). 

Whether or mot this has been tha 1 in 
that quarter of the world, let thoſe ſpeak who. 
have been upon the ſpot at the time: 
others talk as they are influenced, often 
wickedly and always ignorantly. It is pro- 
bable, that we ſhall now ſpeedily receive the 
news of victories and acquiſitions there; but it 


5 will be allowed, that the operations of the 


preceeding campaign have laid the foun- 
| dation of them, and led the way to them: 


and no man will have the preſumption to fay,, L 


that equal advantages would not. have fol- 
lowed, if the command had continued in the 
fame hands. For my own part, and I 
am not altogether unacquainted with the 
circumſtances, I think certainly they would: 
and when I recollect the fury of applauſe and 
good opinion, which accompanied this no- 


bleman on his undertaking the ſervice; and 


ſee no ſtep. by which he has juſtly forfeited 5 


'* that good opinion, or deſerved even the 


| lighteſt cenſure, I cannot join the multityde 
in :difclairing my firſt ſentiments ; but rather 
pity the weakneſs of human nature, and 
bluſh to ſee men of greater abilities carried 
with the torrent, and adopting opinions which 
they could not defend. 

It was an article of high importance in the 
regulation of this enterprize, that a fleet of 
ä a ag —_— con- 


© 


[20] 
; contidetable force ſhould fail from England 


at ſuch a ſeaſon as . to join its influence in 
the action. The commander in chief of the 


forces knew very well at what time this fleet 


ought to ſail from England; and when it 
might reaſonably be expected in America. 
His ' lordſhip - computed the voyage, as ac- 


cCurately as ſuch circumſtances will admit of 


computations ; for a voyage to America is 
always longer than one from thence to Eng- 
land: and allowing for this and for the chance 
of winds, he computed that they might be 
expected the firſt week in June. 
Let me demand, with that fair freedom 
' which becomes the truth, can any man ſay 
lord Loudon judged amiſs in this reſpe&? 
was it not reaſonable that he ſhould expect 
the fleet at that time; or was it reaſonable _ 
he ſhould undertake without them an enter- 
prize of ſo great moment, and in which they 
were deſtined to have ſo large a ſhare. 
Plain as the anſwers to theſe queſtions are, 
the demand is not the leſs neceſſary. What 
I have heard objected to the conduct of this 
_ nobleman, has ariſen either from want of 
knowledge of the moſt plain facts; or from 
a reſolution to conceal that knowledge. 
The anſwer to all the cavils is ſo plain, a man 
of reaſon is almoſt aſhamed to make it : but 


they ſhould bluſh who _ rendered it ne- 
* of 
| Much 


8 „„ 3 
Much more might be ſaid; and may be 
if farther occaſion calls; but, for the ſatis- | 

faction of the diſintereſted publick, this will - 
be ſufficient, __ F 
Me have ſeen the ſtate of the enterprize,, 
its dependance upon a fleet from England ; 
and the regular expectation of that reinforce- 5 
ment. Let us review the conduct of lord 
| Loudon, even to the minuteſt article; for 
what is honourable will bear it, and be more 
itſelf, the ſtricter is the trial. It will riſe 
as gold from the furnace, the more pure 
and perfect for theſe ſtrict enquiries. 
Ihe troops who had arrived in the depth 
of winter, had been recruited and refreſhed 
by three months reſt and food in their quar- 
ters; when the preparation was to be begun 
for the ſervice. Theſe quarters and this re- 
freſhment we have ſhewn they owed to lord 
Loudon : the people would have left them 
in the ſtreets to periſh. The ſpirit and de- 
termined reſolution with which, though un- 
der the ſofteſt language, his lordſhip had in- 
ſiſted on this point againſt the magiſtracy and 
people, doubtleſs have made him many ene- 
mies there; but they ought to have pro 
cured him more friends here; and to have 
endeared him for ever to the army.  _ 
It was plain thoſe people would endeavour | 
to miſrepreſent his actions; but their ſource | 
of enmity, which continued not the leſs 
„„ . „ W 


| K 22] 
violent though concealed, ſhould have been 
always conſidered here; and their accounts 
judged accordingly. The trapſports became 
the next conſideration; and it was computed, 
that about ninety would be ſufficient for the 
embarkation Timely care was taken of 
this: the government was not put to a need- 
leſs expence, by keeping them in pay a long 
while before they were wanted; nor was the 
eparation left to the laſt moment. As 
was poſſible the fleet from England might 
arrive ſooner than the computation, ninety 
veſſels for this ſervice were ready by the 
firſt week in May, and were got together at 
New-York, with orders to be in readineſs to 
receive the K This was the conduct of 
the general; and let me aſk thoſe who 
would find fault throughout his proceed- 
ings, what in this was wrong, what was 
ill-judged, or what they would wiſh other- 
wile ? tis thus we have deſired them to 
examine the whole condu of the enterprize, 
and thus we ſhall defire they will continue 
the examination. That theſe things are true | 
as they are here repreſented, is notorious; || 
and how could they have been directed 
better? | x 
Lord Loudon held all chiogi W in rea- 
ons a fortnjght, waiting with that im- 
ce which could not but ariſe in the 
reaſt of a commander who loved his coun- | 


= 


4. 
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| ay and had concerted mea ſures for render- 
ing her the moſt important ſervice, for the 5 
arrival of the fleet from England. 
Though toward the end of May they were 
not arrived; as every day brought the utmoſt 
limits of the computation nearer and nearer, 
the forees were in the laſt week of that 
month ordered to embark. 
This was done with good order * due 
expedition. They arrived at Sandyhook on 
the firſt day of June; and on the fifth of that 
month, the time of utmoſt computation for 


„ arrival of the Engliſh fleet, lord Loudon 


alſo embarked, that he might be in readioes 
to fail on its arrival, 

Hitherto let us aſk partiality itſelf, was 
dere any fault in the conduct of lord 


5 Loudon, or could there any be pretended 


in it ? is it not evident that his force was 
ready, and himſelf ready, to act on the ar- 
rival of the fleet; and would they have had 
him ſail without thous! 5 | 
While the preparations were Ae at - 
New-York for our troops embarking, news 
came that the French had a ſquadron of ſome 
force cruiſing off Halifax: that they were fix 
| ſhips of war, five of them of the line; and 
that they were deſtined to Louiſbourg. The 
intelligence, which came expreſs from Boſton, 
was confirmed by the crews of ſome prizes 
which 11d fallen into the hands of the priva- 
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tegrs af New-York ; their teſtimony * 7 
to. the number and force of the — con- 
curring with the account from our own | 
>) +) HOON 
The fleet {ae | Fake eagerly. expected 
was not yet arrived. What was the com- 
mander of the land- forces to do? could he 


With his tranſports and the ſmall ſupport of 


ſhips; of war that attended them, proceed 


. gainſt ſuch a force? there is none ſo raſh or 
ignorant as to ſay it. | 


All that could be done Was 3 tro 
ſhips of war were ſent out to view the coaſt ; 


the tranſports remaining at anchor. 


The year was now advanced toward the 
latter end of June: and the ſeaſon of the 


campaign, in which ſo much was to be 


done, became contracted into very narrow 


limits. Lord Loudon, who had formed the 
plan; and from his knowledge of all circum- 


ſtanccs, had ſo great expectations from it, 


paſſed the hours employed in this neceſſary 


ſtep in great impatience: at length theſe 


ſhips returned; and had ſeen nothing of the 
Enemy. - 

The operations of the campaign, the hope 
of advantage to England from all this prepa- 
ration, hung now almoſt upon a point of 
time: a moment. 

To fail was not without 3 but to 


fly bete ve o ge up dl. ach 6 


force 


- 


1251 

Hoe of the enemy, as had been re — 
ſhould have fallen in with the * the 
event muſt have been dreadful; but there 
was hope they might not, fince theſe ſhips 
ſent out on purpoſe had not ſeen them. 


Lord Loudon, urged by this proſpect of i 


ſucceſs, and by the certain miſchief of a 


longer delay, failed on the twentieth of 


June; and he arrived in ten days at Hallifax. 
Perfect in the expectation of the Engliſh 


fleet's coming, lord Loudon, who had waited 


hour by hour while he lay at Sandyhook for 
its appearance, never doubted, but in the 
time of his failing from thence to Hallifax they 
would arrive: but even this thought was 
vain. He made the dangerous voyage ſuc- 
ceſsfully ; ; but he found no fleet, nor had 


the leaſt notice of ax. 
Delays in'England, and contrary winded in 


the paſſage, kept admiral Holbourn from 
North-America till the ſecond week in July. 

I do not know that there is any accuſation 
fairly to be laid againſt thoſe who were ex= ' 
| pected to prevent the delay at home; and cer= 


tainly the winds are uncontroulable : but 
| whatſoever. prevented this fleet from arriving 


at the expected time in America, prevented 
alſo the ſucceſsful execution of the project. 

The preſent fleet has ſailed under more happy 

auſpices: it has reached the deſtination more 


1 — um two months earlier * that did which 
i ſhould 


* » INS 
0 15 125 
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bl = 
1 o ;1 | 4 
3 ſhould have ſupported the operations of "= 
Loudon; and as we judge with reaſon that 
the delay of that fleet prevented our ſucceſs, 
we may with <£qual juſtice promiſe ourſelves 
that glory fro. the preſem expedition, which 
it was impolible to reap in the other. 
Lord Loudon found at Hallifax the de- 
ſtined reinforcement of ſhips and men; and 
he landed his ſoldiers, —_ en er them 
{| - * _ op'an advantageous ground. | 
Op All this time the eagerly expected feet 
was abſent. His lordſhip kept the men 
employed in clearing ground for a parade, 
and afterwards in regularly exerciſing them 
upon it, and in making every other prepa- 
ration that could be neceſſary or uſeful 1 in the 
ſucceeding time of action. 

At laſt the fleet arrived; not in a — 
but ſhip by ſhip, as "_ winds and ſeas per- 
mitted. July was waiting faſt ; and every 
motion required now the moſt preſſing haſte. 
The firſt ſtep toward the attack of Louiſ- 
burg was to learn the ſtate of the place 
at that inſtant, the force and condition of the 
enemy, and the ſeveral circumſtances which 
might give light into the belt method of 
nagel. 55 | 

Veſſels had from time to time been bs - 
out to this purpoſe ; and now ſome of the 

beſt ſailing ones in the fleet, with ther moſt 
ex ee ne on bn, were cp 
| | * 
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with the two great inſtructions, a careful ex- 5 a 


amination, and a quick return. 


In the mean time, the care lay in pre- 
| - paring the land force for the attack. The 


number amounted to about eleven thouſand ; 


but a great part of theſe were new to the 
5 1 of arms, and en of the 
duty. 
- The firſt buſineſs bad been to give cheats = 


| rudiments of their inſtruction on their land- 


ing at Hallifax ; and they were now prac- 
tiſed in the methods of attack; and accuſ- 


tomed to the ſmell of powder, by repeated re- 
preſentations of regular ſieges; in which every 


incident that could occur in actual ſervice 
was ſhewn them; and all thoſe things which 
might have thrown them into confuſion in 
the aſſault, by their novelty, were ten- 
dered familiar by the examples, conducted 


with the maſt perfect regularity” in theſe 


_ exerciles. 


This was the employment of the lend 
torce, while intelligence was ſought by the 


ſhips: and by this the men were {a well 


taught their duty, and fo familiar with every 9 


article in the attack of an enemy, that per- 
haps from a body, in great part raw and 


undiſciplined, they were, by the end of that 
ſhort interval, ſuch as it would be difteult to 


; Fqual in "many armies, 
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11 does not appear to me, chit a better 
uk could have been made of the time neceſ- 
farily employed in gaining intelligence: nor 


can it appear to any, that Louiſbourg ſhould 


have been attacked before this information 


Was obtained. There is no man ſo loſt to rea- 
ſon. Yet this is by ſome ſtrange artihee, 
and by a more ſtrange conduct in the gene- 


rality, attributed to the commander in chief 
as à crime; and he is thought blameable for it. 
This alſo gave occaſion to the gallant impa- 
tience of an officer in high command; which 


J yet think deſerved applauſe not cenſure ; 


much leſs the harſh ſteps which a council of 
war thought proj to take E chat o- 


cCaſion. 
He who 1 e in the” troop 
ants" what he ought of all things to 


encourage and applaud. "The earneſt e 
of the officers is of the ſame true ſtamp, 
and of the ſame high character; the regula- 


tions of the ſervice will always prevent its 
going too great a length, and it is a good 
preſage of ſucceſs in action. 

Theſe are to with for the engagement, but 
it is the commander in chief who is to de- 


termine when to enter upon it. His valour 


ſhould be of another eaſt and character, 


tempered with cool thought, and under the 
abſolute controul of ee 9 


A 
| 
( 


5 \ vs * 
—" : : ' 
D 


| 0 1 1 
He alone is to determine when and in 
wWuhat manner to attack the enemy: his place 


and office give him this authority; and the 


firſt praiſe in thoſe who are- under him in 
command, is Rus 0 

with unanimity. 10 
The repeated exerciſes tad conſtant ern 
ployment of the troops in theſe attacks, had 
raiſed in them a ſpirit of earneſt deſire to 


enter on the real ſervice; and it is no Won 
der their officers breath d the ſame generous 
ardour. I think it may be ſaid within the 


bounds. of modeſt truth, that no man in the 
army deſired the opportunity of entering up- 


— — % 


5 but in him it was a deſire tem peted with a 
thouſand cautions. The lives 2 the men, 


on action more earneſtly than lord Loudon; 


the ſucceſs of the enterprize, the glory of his | 


country, and her immediate and moſt 1 


tant intereſts, depended ſolely upon him: he 


muſt anſwer it to God and to his country, if 
all was not conducted rightly, and the leaſt 
overſight of his might coſt the lives of the 
men, and the very hope of the cauſe. ': © -! 


For theſe reaſons he earneſtly ſought” the 
neceſſary intelligence; and certainly the ma- 


nagement and employment of the force 
while he waited for it, (however ſome men, 


in whoſe minds raillery takes the place of = 


reaſon! may have repreſented it) was the 
moſt 


+ = 

LI 
gf ; 
1 5 
bl 


his wg 


as 1 F 7 A 8 * — = > 21k, 1 7: oy 
Sh . f b4 . Fo — $3 — 5 4.597% 508 
n 7 - th. © TE fe <inugps 4x6 . 7 5 
ä * EE er N S * N 5X I 
n N n — dh 1 r > 1 20,0 0 0 on" af 
32 Wit e Drege” in : * * 2 W 4 EW FE * r 1 e Say 
renn . DEE rn Dr I ä n een 
« 


EE et 


DID VW 
*. . r — Wh 
4 . _— arg LA 
WE e eee 


[501 
- that, could have been de- 


Tbe ſoldiers thought 10 3 and they found 


the effects of it in ſuch an improvement, as 


was never made in a like body of troops — 


equal time: the people alſo thought it who 


were on the ſpot. It was an act of which every 
man could judge; and all voices were una- 

nimous in approving it. 5 

If it could be charged | upon lord Loudon: 
chat he protracted the time of waiting for 
this intelligence, and that he had omitted ſuch 
means of it as were before in his power, 
there would be juſt ground for this cenſure : 
hut it is notorious that was not the caſe. 


Our attempts for intelligence were unhappily 


delayed and diſappointed ; but theſe miſ- | 

chances in the execution cannot lay blame 
upon the commander who gave the orders. 

This and this only is the queſtion with re- 


lation to his lordſhip; did he or did he not 


diſpateh veſſels at proper times, and with 


inſtructions on this important ſervice ? 


for this ae chan the delay of the Eng- 


liſh fleet. 
It is — that "OY a fleet, the Sane - 
and hom of which were ſettled ſo 
long | 


It is moſt evident that he did: and this was 
all he could do. We can no more charge upon 
lord Loudon the ill luck of thoſe he ſent out 


e 


3 LE") 5 : 
long before, might have arrived in North 
America at a much earlier period; and in 
that caſe the time neceſſary for gaining intel 
ligence would not have ſwallowed upthe ſea- 
ſon fit for action; but it is not lord Lou- 5 
don's fault the fleet from England came ſo 
much too late. He could do no more than 
get in readineſs to act with it when it ſhould 
arrive; and he was in that readineſs. The 
time of gaining intelligence between the ar- 
rival of the fleet, and the entering upon 
action, muſt be allowed as a neceſſary pe- 
riod of delay, by all who weigh the action. 
This could not be retrenched by lord Lau- 
don; the only queſtion, which can l 
His locdthip' s.; conduct is, whether he pro- 
longed it. Let this be examined ſtrictly, for 
it will be to his advantage every article ſhould 
be ſo ſcrutinized ; but let us ſet out juſtly. 
The time was prolonged beyond all expecta- 
tion; but lord Loudon no more eee 
"ws "than he delayed the W 
It is allowed, intelligence was: neceſſ 
from time to time, and moſt eſſential of all | 
before the entering upon action. Lord Lou- 
don had from time. to time ſought. and ob- 


tained it, and juſt before the engaging in the _ 


ſervice, .he diſpatched ſwift failing veſſels, 


and good pilots to obtain it, and to make a 


* return. Some time muſt elapſe in 
employment; and, during this time, 


Bi 


% TTY 


= ks fordſhip —_ and accuſtomed the 
1 forces to the intended ſervice. This was 


not cenſured: far otherwiſe; it was applaud- 
. ed. But the time of waiting was protracted, 


and when the intelligence was flow, he 


was cenſured as if he had been the cauſe ; 

and the employment of the troops in mock 
fights and counterfeit attacks was condem- 
ned and ridiculed even by thoſe who had 


nature. | 
If this einployinent of the foldiers was 
reaſonable at firſt; it could not be ri- 


It could not become wrong, unleſs by waſting 


foldiery, in a time of inaction : this in- 


„ 


was ſought, and it could not but continue 
till the intelligence arrived. There could 


| not continued any longer. 


bat there is no other way to combat 


before applauded it. So light 1s 8 25 


diculous afterwards: if it was once right; 


uſe ful time upon it. But the time could not 
be uſeful till the intelligence arrived; and 
the cenſure was therefore moſt unfair. The 
commander in chief ordered theſe exerciſes 
for the inſtruction and improvement of the 


action was neceſſary, while the intelligence 


be no better or more uſeful employment . 
the ſoldiers during that period, and it was 


One almoſt bluſhes to ſtate N | 
which are in themſelves ſo clear, ſo largely, 


the popular clamour. They who have 
been ſo raſh as to cenſure this commander, 
either 


e 


either do not underſtand theſe things, tho! 


they are ſo plain; or they affect not to ſee 
them clearly. lc is neceſſary therefore to 


ſtate them as they are; either to convinſe 
thoſe perſons, or to ſhew the publick that ; 


they act againſt conviction, 


With regard to the delay iel a now. let | 


the impartial hear the reaſons. The very 


day the commander in chief came to Hal- 3 


lifax, the moſt experienced pilot of the 
place, captain Goram, was ſingled out for 


the important ſervice of gaining intelligence 


of the enemy's ſtrength and condition. His 
orders were expreſs, and they implied dili- 
gent enquity, and a quick return. He found 
in the harbour of Louiſbourg fourteen ſhips 


of war; ten of the line, the others fri- 


gates: this was the condition of the enemy 

before the arrival of the Britiſh fleet: and I 
ſuppoſe the moſt ſevere accuſer of this 
generals conduct will allow, all that he 


could do was to gain intelligence of it. There 
is none who would have had him enter on 
the attack againſt this force, and. without the 


fleet. 


gupe was ſo conſiderable, that great altera- 


tions in the ſtate of the enemy's affairs might 
have been made in that period: therefore freſh- - 


knowledge of their ſtrength, was afterwards: 
en 8 Rous was chen ſent, out 
D 0 in 


The time of waiting for the. Engliſh 
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- in ike Succels, and two veſiels of leis forco, 
with one of the tranſports, the beſt ſailor 
among them. Intelligence from this ſource 


was of the higheſt importance, and the de- 


ſign was excellent” for obtaining it. The 
tranſport was to be ſent as cloſe into the 


mouth of the harbour as poſſible, that the 
French might take her for a prize: this 


would naturally have brought out a pilot, 


and they wete to have come back with him, 
to the general and commander of the fleet. 


If this failed, and he ſhould be chaſed by 
the {bips''of war, the orders were for the 


fhips in the offing to get between the enemy 
and land, and take up any veſſel they ſhould 


ſee, that the people might be dee * 
the necefſury intelligen ee. 
The commander in chief can Wan no 
more. to anſwer for; than this plan of ſer- 
vice, and theſe orders. We know the plan 
was not executed, and the orders were not 
punctually followed; but this lies not at his 


| door: nor indeed at any man's. There 
feemed a better opportunity of intelligence 


to offer, and the purſuit of that prevented 
the other. All that regards lord Loudon, is 


the propriety of this deſign for gaining it; 
and that we may preſume none will at- 
tempt to blame; it is certain none there 


blamed it; and they: were' baney owns. than 
75 That 


15 


That the commander in chief OE" FRY 
Geterinbimed to attack the French, upon 11 


ſtate of evidence firſt brought in by captain 
Goram, none pretend to doubt, nor can it be 
faid that any neceffary or proper meaſure 


tending to that purpoſe was omitted. The 
arrival of the fleet: was to give the means of 
the attack; and all that could be done "Ow 
was to have every thing in readineſs. / '': 
After this all was eonducted in the ſame 
manner: and the laſt day of July all the 
tranſports were order'd in diviſions to the weft 
| ſhore, and to have the boats ready for re- 
cCeiving the troops; a proper number of men 
draughted from the Hallifax regiments 
were ſent on board the men of war; and 
the whole force had orders to be ready for 


embarking at an hour's notice. The next day 
all the troops were embarked, councils were 
held for the immediate conduct of the en- 
ter prize, and a+ floop of war was dif- 


patched to England with ee of 
* that hadipaſſed. 
The Succeſs, whoſe: captain had the com- 


— of the ſhips ſent out for intelligfhee 


a full fortnight before, thought he had kalen 
in with readier means than thoſe contrived 
for this purpoſe: two veſſels came in fight 
as he failed toward Louifbourg;- which by all 
marks and characters appeared to be a pri- 
vateer chooner of the enen, with a fri- 
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gate of Lobiltioury, The ca tain 1 put him- 
felf in ſuch poſition, : that they could not 
ſcape him; and while he purſued them, 


diſpatched the tranſport back to acquaint the 


governor what FORTE had thrown into his 


WAY. 3 


When he came up. with theſe . is 7; | 
hopes of information vaniſhed : he had 


the misfortune to find, that all els zeal and 


earneſtneſs for the ſervice had only ſerved to 
lead him into an error. The veſſels were an 


Engliſh privateer with a prize. 


What added to this ill fortune was, otic 
the tranſport being gone, it was impoſſible for 


him to execute the firſt intended plan. He 


ſought by every means to repair the miſ- 


chance, and ſucceeded fo far, as to take a 


: _ fiſhing veſſel newly come from email 


which he carried into Hallifax, © 
The intelligence theſe people gave, 


5 ſtrengthned the reſolution of immediately at- 


tacking the place, and gave that ſpirit and 


eager expectation to the forces which riſe 
from certainty of ſucceſs. They confirmed 


in every inſtance the truth of captain Go- 


rom's firſt account; as to the ſtate of things 
at the time when he gave it; and they re- 
Preſented them in a yet fairer light for our 


.enterpriſe at preſent. The account the 
ple obtained from this intelligence was, chat 


45 the * 3 * war ſeen there by 


captain | 
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captain * one half were ſent to Ca- 
nada: the enemy not having penetrated into 
the ſecret of our purpoſes, nor knowing 
where we deſtined the attack. The garriſon 


of Louiſbourg, they added, was not more 


than three thouſand men. 


All now conſpired to animate 1 encou- 


rage the troops; and every meaſure was 
taken for the immediate execution of the 


great deſign: the forces were embarked, the 
veſſels ready, and Gaberon bay near the 


harbour of Louiſbourg was appointed as the 


rendezvous in caſe of ſeparation. 


I ſuppoſe: it will be allowed, chat the 
attacking or not attacking Louiſbourg muſt 
have been in reaſon determined by the force 


there: what our on ſtrength was we per- 
fectly know; and upon the intelligence now. 
ſtated, there was fair reaſon to promiſe our- 


ſelves ſucceſs. Under theſe circumſtances the | 


attack was reſolved ; and under theſe it would 


have been executed: but other intelligence 
arrived the next day but one; and as! ke 


occaſioned other meaſures. - | 
Captain Goram, ſent out a ſecond time, was 


hot yet returned; and early, on the fourth 
of Auguſt, a French prize was brought in: 
ſhe had been ſent from Louiſbourg, and was. | 


bound to France; her buſineſs was to carry 


intelligence, and the was taken, with her 
EE. 


_ | 
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38 
Thele gave a certain and a true account: 
a ſpy might be deceived ; but thoſe who 


wrote home an account of the ſtate and 


ſtrength of the place muſt know it. This 


was certain intelligence, the reſt was con- 
jecture. By this it appeared, that there 
were then in the harbour of Louiſbourg 


twenty- nine ſhips of war, ſeventeen of them 


of the line, the reſt frigates; and that the 


forces amounted to four thouſand regulars, 


betide the garriſon of three thouſand be- 


fore-mention ed. 


This changed the face of affairs abſolutely, 5 


and, with it, changed the - meaſures of the 


commander. As certain as it had been that 


we might attempt Louiſbourg with great 


hopes of ſucceſs, according to the former | 


accounts; 't plain it Was m we now 
could mat ; 


—I be Arrength of thee enemy W hs 
taking of the place impracticable ; and the 


eneral has been blamed, who therefore de- 
clined the undertak ing. 


This is the fair, and this the true ſtate as 

the noble commander conduct: and this will. 

with the impartial, ſet aſide all cenſure. If 
we may etedit che accounts ſince that time, 


this ſtate of the placd contained in the French 


papers muſt have been true, and in that caſe . 
it ou have been raſhneſs unbecoming a 
CLE - „„ 1 deen 


La 


| general, and vunjuſtifiable in the higheſt * 


gree, to have made the attempt. 


It appears that lord Loudon, from this — 
other concurrent teſtimonies, found the place 
too well ſupported to be attacked with his 


force ; and he therefore gave up the deſign 


for that year: leaving the glory of this im- 


portant conqueſt to ſome ſucceeding and 


more favourable opportunity. He took back 


the forces; diſtributed them in advantageous 


ſtations; 2 was preparing for other enter- _ 
prizes, when it pleaſed the eee to 


give the command to another. 


Ihbeſe are the facts relating to that — 
taking: they are plain, certain, and noto- 


rious: there is nothing new to the reader in 


this tate of them, for thoſe who have before 
from time to time recorded them, have done 


it juſtly. From theſe the arguments are eaſy, 


and the concluſion is certain; that lord Lou- 
don has acted according to the power en- 
. truſted to him, like a brave and wiſe man: 
and that the ſtate of things determined him 
to defer that enterprize, in which there is no 
proſpect he could have ſucceeded ; to times 
in which it may perhaps be acconfpliſhed by. 
another. Thcugh whenever it is done, the. 
public will find, that even with more force, 
and more advantages, the ſtruggle. will be 
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I If we would learn how ill reports firſt 9 
* roſe concerning the commander; and whya | 1 
7 man almoſt adored one year, became the 1 
BB | object of unfair cenſure in another, the 
i cauſe is eaſy; and they know little of hu= | 


man nature who cannot trace it, without our | 
aAſſiſtance. Our opinion of men and actions 
nm that remote part of the world, cannot but ; 
de influenced greatly by the ſentiments = | 
| thoſe upon the ſpot ; whom we ſuppoſe to 
| Have more opportunities of knowing, and 
whoſe "teſtimony we are too apt to receive, 
without c- the nem of their 5 
= _ 
- | opinions of people in England con- 
5 "nn lord Loudon have been ꝑreatly in- 
_ fluenced by thoſe of the inhabitants of New 
* York : perhaps it may be fair to ſay, they 
= have been derived abſolutely from them. 
. © Thoſe people, like ourſelves, ſet out with 
a high opinion of this nobleman ; and it is 
a point of importance to conſider how they 
Fe came to change it. If he would have been 
directed by their intereſted views, or would 8 
have preferred their convenience to the ſer- 
vice of the ſtate, he would have had their 
ſuffrages to this day. We ought, inſtead of 5 
| adopting their unfair ſuggeſtions, to hondout 1 
bim for the cauſes of their diſtaſte. 7 
If lord Loudon would have left his ſol⸗ . 


| diers FN , theſe would 
; bave | 


2 
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f have 8 ſatisfied-: : if he would have left all 


means open to the intelligence of the ENEMY, 
_ would have made no complaints. 
It is certain by the account of the 
in the veſſel taken by the Succeſs, chin they 
did not know the deſtination of our forces, 
and that great point, the diviſion of their force, 
had been gained by it. This was a conſe- 
quence of the embargo: and it was ſuch as 
romiſed the moſt certain ſucceſs to our en- 
| terprize, if the fleet from England had arrived 
at that time, to have joined in the execution. 


That fleet was delayed; and it appears 4 


the intelligence obtained from the other prize, 
that, in the mean time, the French had en- 
creaſed their ſeven ſhips to nine and twenty. 


That which was practicable againſt the ſmal- 


: 2 force, was impoſſible to be performed in 
= ition to the larger; and the attack of 
3 which might have been made at 


the firſt favourable time, was poſtponed on 


the delay of our fleet to a period when it was 


impracticable. I accuſe no perſon : but this 


accident was the cauſe, and this ſingle cireum- 


tance was the reaſon, we did not attack 
Louiſbaurg at a time when ane we 


1 have taken it. 
In the mean while, the people of our co- 


| Jones; diſguſted at the high hand with which 
lord Loudon had neceſſarily carried the affair 


= 4 boy TY the * and the embargo, 


E * 
* 


ſought | 


LE A 


| Goght all occaſions of nid his 


lordſhip's conduct: accidents in which he 
had no concern were in their conſequences 


attributed to him, as if he had cauſed them; 


and every meaſure that falſehood, within the 


reach of their low. cunning, could ort. 


were. uted, to perplex and ald hi lord» 


— Gip's councils; HE: > 
When they were tired with the e 


po” the exerciſe of the ſoldiers, they began to 
complain that it was delaying buſineſs, and 
waſting uſeful time; though they at the ſame 

time knew the delay was the not arriving of 
the expected intelligence, and this was only 


an employment of the ſoldiers till it came. 
They firſt bred thoſe diſaffections in the 


officers, of which they afterwards blamed the 
| conſequences ; and they even attempted to ſet 


aſide the evidence of that force in Louiſ- 
bourg, which rendered the attack imprac- 


ticabſe, by a falſhood as inſolent in the con- 


trivance, as it was eaſy of detection. 
The ſtate of the place and ſtrength of the 

enemy, on the knowledge of which the enter- 

prize was ſuſpended, were given by the French 


_ officers themſelves, and intended for their 
ſovereign. The account, on the ſtrength of 


which they have endeavoured to invalidate it, 
was what they called the teſtimony of captain 
Goram. They were cunning to fix upon this 
ame, for it had credit; and be were bold 
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1 0 uſe it: they had no right to his name, 
I when they annexed | it to e — | 
Gion... 5 5360 


Tis certain captain G Was u ent * 


e time, and that he returned with a ſe- 
cond account of the ſtrength of the enemy. 
But what that account was, they never knew 
or heard: they gave out in the place of it, 
ſuch an account as might beſt ſuit their own 
bad purpoſes; and they produced for this the 
authority of a Jew, who declared he had 
received it from captain Goram at midnight, 


or before 1225 break, the oy ſucceeding: * 
arrival. 

This ſtory v was nj ring und they ul 
elve it whatever citcamftances would beſt 


| ſuit their purpoſe. They varied nothing 


from that ſtate. of the enemy's. force, which 


ſet it at the loweſt: the Jew declared the 
French had only five ſhips of the line and 


two frigates; and that . Ga n 


him that account. 


In the evening of the nh of; Avg, 
bim Goram came in from his expedition, 
and the Jew affirmed, that he had come on 


ſhore during the night; as it ſhould ſeem to 


tell him this news, for chere does not appear 
any other buſineſs that could bring him 
thither, and that having” told. him this he 
returned. 


Added to > the improbabiity of. this tory; . 


91. 5 there 
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dim; nor is it any more probable, that what 


. 
1 proved init abſolute falſhood. It was 
not likely that captain Goram, when he hac 

| been ſent on an enterprize of ſecrecy and in- 


ce, ſhould come on thore to tell what 
he had ſeen to a poor Jew, before he gave 
att account of it to thoſe who employed 


he faw ſhould? contradict what the French 
officers themſelves bad _—_— wrote gy to 


; | their ſovereign. Or 8 i 9 3 1 7 
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Captain Goram Acad the Abele de | 
= ter falſity; He aſſured all who aſked him, 
that he never came on ſhore that night; nor 
then or at any other time had _ w_ 
the Jeu upon that ſubject. - | 
This was a conviction — was no 
_ withſtanding ; the ſtory was given up there, 
though it has been revived in England. 
The ſew was impriſoned as an impoſtor, 
dut ſoon after diſcharged without puniſh= 
ment: the commander, whoſe reputation 
was intended to be hurt by this poor contri- 
vance, being very much above ſuch mean re- 
ſentments. He conſidered the fellow as he 
was, the tool of a ſet of deſigning men, 
whom as he would not have condeſcended to 
iſh in their own perſons, much leſs 
| woulThe regard this miſerable inſtrument of 
their baſenèſs. What account captain G- 
ram 14 brought can be no ſecret; if lord 
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Tay 


the event, it may be Known, from admiral. 4 
Holbourn. 

Theſe are the proper ſources of intel- 
ligence; and it is upon theſe and no other, 


we ſhould found our good or bad opigion, 


our cenſure or applauſe of diſtinguiſhed per- 
ſons. There is great merit in the action, 


when · men of rank and affluence expoſe them- 


ſelves to the dangers and fatigues of war for 
the publick benefit; and we ought to look 
on thoſe who do it with a high reſpect, No 


rank or influence ſhould ſcreen the guilty 


from infamy or puniſhment ; but it becomes 
| the publick to be very ſure of facts before 

they form injurious ſuſpicions. If it become 
a practice to indulge this diſingenuous and 
indecent conduct of railing without cauſe, 
at all who do not ſucceed, we ſhall diſguſt 
thoſe who are fit for high employments ; and 
ns man will undertake the ſervice, but he 
Who Jets no value on his reputation. | 
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